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Abstract
This essay concerns the relationship between Music and Poetry, to arrive to a 
personal conception of the artwork as an interpretative object. The musico‑literature 
matter is a complex starting point to build an idea according to which the pleasure 
of understanding is the final purpose of the arts; aim of art is the position of a 
meaning, but in a realm of ambivalence‑ambiguity, or better complexity: the two 
main examples – very distant but both basic – of Euripides and Mozart constitute 
the hearth of this contribute.
Obviously, the scientific investigation on the relationship betwixt music 
and poetry knows, at least since two Centuries, a huge bibliography,2 which 
is impossible here to talk about in a substantial perspective. We offer only 
suggestions of analysis, working hypothesis, but also a more organic view 
of what is for us an artwork. 
We can trace an ideal segment whose extreme opposite points are 
represented by the realm of logos (λ) and by that of melos (μ); the middle 
1  Roberto Gigliucci is Assistant Professor (Professore Aggregato) at Sapienza 
University of Rome. He gives courses about Italian and European Literature and Literature 
and Music since many years. He taught also in Universities abroad, as Oxford, Royal 
Halloway, Coimbra, Athens, Krakow, Tours, Poitiers etc. He is member of the «Centro 
Interuniversitário Estudos Camonianos» of Coimbra, Coimbra University. He published 
many volumes and editions of texts and articles in reviews and books; he contributes also 
to «Estudos italianos em Portugal». His last books: La melanconia, Rizzoli: Milan 2009; 
Tragicomico e melodramma, Mimesis: Milan 2011; Tragicomico, Guida: Naples 2013.
2  Recommended the synthesis offered by Russi 2005. Modern pioneer in musico‑
literary studies is of course Brown 1948.
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